ABSTRACT . Mousonnia adpressipilosa D. L. Denham ex Ramírez-Roa (Gesneriaceae), a new solitaryflowered species from southern Mexico and Guatemala, is described and illustrated. It has been collected principally in Chiapas, Mexico, with only one location in the Sierra de los Cuchumatenes, Guatemala. Although the possession of solitary flowers is considered unusual in Moussonia Regel, an increase in the number of species both validly published and undescribed with this condition indicates the opposite. The combination of characteristics that distinguish the new species from other solitary-flowered species are principally the whitish strigose indumentum; the shallowly serrated and revolute leaves; the flat adaxial and abaxial surface of the leaves, adaxial surface green, abaxial surface reddish; and flowers with thick, narrow, slightly ventricose, and gradually widening tubular corollas. A key for the solitary-flowered species of Moussonia is included.
Moussonia Regel is a Neotropical genus of Gesneriaceae distributed from northern Mexico (Sonora, Durango, Querétaro, and San Luis Potosí) to Panama, with 11 species (Wiehler, 1983) . It was previously treated as a section of the closely related Kohleria Regel, but Wiehler (1975) recognized the genus and transferred 11 species into Moussonia from Kohleria sect. Moussonia (Regel) Fritsch. Kvist and Skog (1992) , in their revision of the genus Kohleria, mentioned 12 species of Moussonia. Burtt and Wiehler (1995) published the most recent classification of the Gesneriaceae, and they recognized Moussonia as a genus with 11 species. The present paper is part of a revision of the genus Moussonia, as a doctoral thesis, and I currently estimate that there are about 24 species in the genus, some of them new.
Solitary flowers in Moussonia are considered to have arisen through the reduction of cymes (Wiehler, 1983) , a hypothesis that is supported by the presence of a pair of bracts on the pedicel. Morton (1967: 73) Shrub, 0.8-1.2 m tall; stems slender, branched above the base, terete, the basal woody stems reddish with sparse white strigose pubescence, the new growth greenish, densely white strigose; base of each trichome lacking a multicellular ring of epidermic cells; Moussonia adpressipilosa from Mexico and Guatemala stem surfaces with small, elliptic, red spots; nodes with a pair of evident, circular, shiny, reddish, fleshy dots at the base of petioles. Leaves opposite, those of a pair mostly unequal, the smaller 4.3-6 6 1.6-3.2 cm, the larger to 4.9-9.5 6 2.3-3.5 cm; petiole Distribution, habitat, and phenology. Endemic to Mexico and Guatemala, Moussonia adpressipilosa is known from Chiapas, Mexico, and the Sierra de los Cuchumatanes, Guatemala, where it grows in montane rainforest, sometimes mixed with oak-pine forest or in steep rocky wet forest in ravines, at elevations from 550 to 1300 m. Collections with flowers have been made in May and August. Collections with fruits have been made in May and July.
Etymology. The epithet ''adpressipilosa'' refers to the dense strigose indumentum, which covers virtually the entire above-ground portion of the plant.
This species is recognized by the white strigose pubescence of the plant and flowers; the shallowly serrate and revolute leaf margin; the flat abaxial surface of the leaves with visible stomata, apparently without domes; the leaf blade light silvery green or reddish green abaxially, dark green adaxially; the flowers with thick, narrow, slightly ventricose, and gradually widening tubular corollas; and the calyx with a turbinate-triangular tube, white appressedvillous surface, and subulate lobes abruptly tapering, with almost rounded sinus.
Some of the specimens included here were previously identified either as the closely related Moussonia fruticosa or as M. elegans Decaisne. The type specimen itself was included in M. elegans. This species was first recognized as distinct by Dale L. Denham, from the University of Colorado Museum. He labeled the type specimen in 1971 as Moussonia adpressipilosa, but unfortunately he never formally published the species. His notes and a preliminary description were kindly provided to me by his wife, Miriam Denham, and this information was very useful in the preparation of this paper. Moussonia fruticosa differs from M. adpressipilosa by the narrow, elliptic leaves with the adaxial surface glabrous but ciliate, the pedicel not enlarged at the apex below the floral tube, the evidently thin and lightly pubescent corolla with spreading corolla lobes, the narrowly turbinate calyx tube, linear-triangular calyx lobes that are straight at the base, and acute sinuses. Moussonia elegans differs in many aspects, but principally it is distinguished by having villous pubescence and an umbellate inflorescence with four flowers.
Although the character is present in other species of the genus, this is the first published report of the circular, shiny, reddish, and fleshy dots at the base of 388 Novon the petioles. An anatomical study of this character is underway by Ramírez-Roa and Terrazas (in prep.) . This is also the first report of the type of veins and teeth of the margin of the leaves, which are described according to Dilcher (1974) and Hickey and Wolfe (1975 The extent of morphological variation in Moussonia adpressipilosa is not evident because there is very little material available for study. However, the size of the marginal teeth of the leaves and the size of the calyx lobes vary. Also, one specimen from pine-oak forest (Cabrera et al., 1856) has in one node two flowers on one common peduncle.
Conservation status. It should be noted that all the collections of Moussonia adpressipilosa in Mexico were made in the 1970s or 1980s from vegetation that had been severely affected by human activity and thus with conservation problems (the specimen from Guatemala was collected in 1942). Field studies are required to ascertain if this species still exists in the wild or if it has become extinct. Among this Mexican Gesneriaceae, one species of Achimenes Persoon may already be extinct; this is A. brevifolia C. V. Morton, a taxon known only from the type collection made by Hinton in 1937 (Ramirez-Roa, 1987 . It is hoped that M. adpressipilosa will not follow.
